Prospectus 2022-2023
‘The small school with a big heart’.
Let everything we do be done in faith and love
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WHO ARE WE?
‘The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St Michael’s (VA) CE Infant as a Church of
England school are outstanding.’
Diocesan Inspection May 2017
‘St Michael’s is a caring school with a happy family atmosphere and a distinctive
welcoming Christian ethos that permeates all aspects of school life. Enriched by the
close partnership with the church, the highly effective team of headteacher,
governors and staff have cultivated a vibrant and stimulating environment that
inspires and encourages children to flourish personally and develop an excitement for
learning.’

‘The school continues to be good.’
‘Staff know pupils and families well and relationships within the school community
are strong’.
‘One pupil expressed the thoughts of other pupils and parents by saying “Everyone
here has a kind heart”.’
Ofsted April 2022
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WHY CHOOSE ST MICHAEL’S C OF E (A) INFANT SCHOOL?
St Michael’s is a small infant school, with plenty of space for every child, that sits in a
leafy village only minutes away from Dorking and Leatherhead, just off the A24. Set
in beautiful and well-maintained surroundings, we benefit from our rural position
and make the most of the great outdoors whenever we can! The school on this site
has been here since 1907 and the building has been recently extended. We are
proud of our heritage, constantly review the educational provision that we make and
are never complacent.
A thorough education in English and Maths
is vital. At St Michael’s we pride ourselves
that our children make good progress and
often exceed national expectations in both
the Foundation Stage Assessments at age 5
and the National Curriculum tests at age 7.
We provide variety, challenge, creative
activities, thought provoking visitors and
trips outside the school environment. Our
creative topics promote learning across a
range of other subjects including history, geography, science and much more. Most
importantly, the children have fun and develop a life-long love of learning.
St Michael’s is an aided Church of England school and as such, we aim to foster an
environment in which children can have a sound foundation in the beliefs, practices
and history of Christianity. Our close links with St Michael’s Church are precious to
us. We are well supported by Guildford Diocese as well as Surrey Local Authority
(LA) and are also part of the Dorking School Partnership. We welcome all to our
community, those with a Christian faith, another faith or no faith. We invite all
children, parents, families, staff, governors, neighbours, former pupils and families to
be part of our community. We encourage parental help and support and believe
that a child’s education can only be truly successful if it is viewed as a partnership
where all parties feel valued, respected and needed.
Our governors are committed to supporting our school and are actively and
strategically involved in the school. The staff know the children well, are
approachable, and ensure that they are secure, happy and able to achieve.
The 2022 Ofsted and 2017 Diocesan Inspections endorsed the work of the school
particularly praising the care, guidance and support that the children receive and
their personal development and well-being.
Parents ‘regard the school as a safe and secure place in which their children are
thriving.’
Diocesan Inspection May 2017
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WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
Our Aims, Vision and Values
Let everything we do be done in faith and love.
Every child is nurtured through a high standard of education and
wealth of new experiences and challenges. Within a caring and
Christian environment, the children enjoy the delight of learning
through investigation, discovery and play.
At St Michael’s we aim to:
•
•
•
•

•

put the Christian faith and values at the centre of our school;
equip the children with the skills and self-belief to achieve
their dreams in an ever changing world;
see learning through the eyes of the individual child to meet their social,
spiritual, moral, intellectual and emotional needs;
provide children with a broad and stimulating curriculum
where they develop their skills, positive attitudes to school
and a love of learning;
support collaboration between family and school and
maintain strong links with the Church and local community.

St Michael’s Christian Values
As a Church school with a strong Christian ethos
we are committed to doing the best for all of the
children in our care, making everyone feel
included and valued. We have worked with
members of our community to choose 6 Christian
based values that will help guide us to be the best
we can be in our everyday lives:

These values will form the foundation of our choices as adults and we will take the
time to learn more about what they mean and question what they might look like in
our community and beyond, making sure this is understood by children and relevant
to them.

Equal Opportunities for All
At St Michael’s we believe that every child and adult matters. All our children have
access to a broad and balanced curriculum and there is no place for sexism, ageism,
racism, negative responses to disability or personal prejudices. We endeavour to
challenge such issues by raising awareness and providing equality of opportunity in
all teaching and learning situations and through the general ethos of the school.

WHAT DO CHILDREN LEARN?
English and Maths have a high profile in our school as they are a medium through
which children access other areas of the curriculum. However, this is not at the
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expense of a wide range of other subjects and we provide a broad, balanced and
creative experience through our teaching topics, ensuring that there is continuity as
the children move from one class to another. Outdoor learning is embraced and a
staff member is working towards a Level 3 Forest School qualification.
The children work in a variety of groupings, as a class, in small groups or as
individuals, depending on the task involved.
THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE
The term Early Years Foundation Stage is used to
describe the phase of education from birth to the
end of the Reception year. Children start school at St
Michael’s in the year in which they become 5. For
our youngest children we provide a high quality early
years education laying secure foundations for the
future. We provide an exciting, varied and wellresourced environment. Our expectations are high,
emphasising key skills and independence, but
approached through the medium of play. Children
work and play both inside and in an outdoor space
dedicated to their learning.
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised into three prime and four
specific areas of learning each of which has a set of ‘goals’ for the children to
achieve.


Personal Social and Emotional
Development (Prime)



Communication and Language (Prime)



Physical Development (Prime)



Literacy



Mathematics



Understanding the World



Expressive Arts and Design

KEY STAGE 1 (Years 1 and 2)
Our curriculum provides all pupils with a broad, balanced
and creative education, ensuring continuity between one
class and the next, and a smooth transition to their next
school.
We put an emphasis on English and Mathematics as these
provide the essential skills that children need to access all
subjects, but this is not at the expense of a wide range of
foundation subjects – History, Geography, Science, Art,
Music, Design and Technology, Computing, Physical
Education and Religious Education. Children, of course, do
not put their learning into little boxes and we teach most subjects through themed
topics which are carefully planned to ensure appropriate content.
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We strongly believe in nurturing a love of learning and helping children to find
learning a rewarding and positive experience in these formative years.

The outside environment at St Michael’s enables us to
teach physical and environmental activities to the
maximum. Learning outside is always much more fun.

Variety is vital and we achieve this by providing a range of enrichment activities and
after school clubs. We have been visited by musicians, poets, theatre companies,
drama groups, geologists and the RLNI. We also plan regular school trips to
museums and places of interest relating to our topics. In the past school clubs have
included Dance, French, Football, Art, Multi-skills, Golf, Cookery and Drama.
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?
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HOW DO PARENTS HELP?
We believe that parental support is vital to a child’s education. Parents know their
child better than anybody and in the early days at school we need to share that
information.
Induction
The partnership process begins before children start school. Parents and carers are
invited to a meeting before their child starts school to meet staff, explore the
practical routines of life at school and find out a bit more about the curriculum. The
children are invited to play sessions to meet their teacher and the other children
who will be starting school with them. These visits are fun and friendly.
Continuing involvement
Once a child has joined the school we continue to provide support that parents
appreciate.
We hold regular parent consultations to discuss the children’s progress towards their
targets. We also hold curriculum evenings to explain what and how we teach, and
how parents can best support their children at home.
Parents helping in school
There are many areas of school life which would be impossible without the help of
parents, either on a regular or occasional basis. This help covers activities in school
like cooking, gardening, sewing, library time or outside school such as accompanying
outings. We really appreciate the high level of support that our parents offer.
THE FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S
This association plays an enthusiastic and highly valued part in the life of the school.
Activities range from tea parties and socials to fund raising events for those extras.
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WHO WORKS AT OUR SCHOOL?
THE SCHOOL STAFF
Executive
Head

Mrs Paula Bliss

Head of School

Mrs Nicola Cleather

Teaching Staff

Mrs Judith Moore

Ladybird Class (Reception)

Mrs Alex Staples

Ladybird Class (Reception)

Mrs Rebecca Halsey

Butterfly Class (Year 1)

Miss Anna Fox

Butterfly Class (Year 1)
SENCO

Teaching Assistants

Non-Teaching Staff

Mrs Nicola Cleather

Dragonfly Class (Year 2)

Miss Becci Chapman

Dragonfly Class (Year 2)

Mrs Gemma Hine

Ladybird Class (Reception)

Mrs Kirsty Schultes

Ladybird Class (Reception)

Mrs Jane Stewart

Butterfly Class (Year 1)

Mrs Adnana Travers

Dragonfly Class (Year 2)

Mrs Vickie Leney

Dragonfly Class (Year 2)

Mrs Lorna Dimery

Finance and Administration

Mrs Marisa Piggott

Senior School Assistant

SCHOOL LUNCHES
Hot lunches are delivered to school each day and our servery is run by school staff.

ST MICHAEL’S C OF E (A) INFANT SCHOOL

10

WHO ARE THE GOVERNORS?
THE GOVERNORS: We have a friendly and supportive governing body that takes its
responsibilities seriously and enjoys being actively involved in the life of the school.
Co-Chair of Governors

Mrs Pat Hand

Co-Chair of Governors

Mr Simon Ward

Staff Governors

Mrs Paula Bliss
Mrs Marisa Piggott

Parent Governors

Mr Justin Turner
Mr Mark Sartorius

Local Authority Governor

Mr Ben Tatham

Foundation Governors - (PCC)

Mr Greg Watts
Mrs Christine Smyth
Mrs Debbie Turner

Foundation Governors - (Diocese)

Mrs Linda Packman

Clerk to Governors

Mrs Bernadette Smith
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WHO TO CONTACT?
If you have a concern or worry:

Classteacher

Mrs Nicola Cleather
Miss Anna Fox (SENCO)
Mrs Alex Staples
Mrs Rebecca Halsey
Mrs Judith Moore

St Michael’s C of E (A) Infant School
School Lane
Mickleham
Dorking
Surrey
RH5 6EW
01372 373717
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk

Executive
Head

Mrs Paula Bliss

Head of School

Mrs Nicola Cleather

St Michael’s C of E (A) Infant School
School Lane
Mickleham
Dorking
Surrey
RH5 6EW
01372 373717
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk

Chair of Governors

Mrs Pat Hand

8 Chalkpit Terrace
Dorking
RH4 1HX
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk

Local Education Office

Surrey County Council
East Area Office

Consort House
5-7 Queensway
Redhill
Surrey
RH1 1YB
Tel 01737 774166

Diocesan Director of
Education

Mr Alex Tear

Education Centre
The Cathedral
Stag Hill
Guildford
Surrey
GU2 5UP
Tel 01483 450423
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WHERE DO CHILDREN COME FROM AND GO TO?
Children are welcome to join us at St Michael’s from any preschool
setting.
The school has a close link, both geographically and in terms of liaison with St
Michael’s Community Nursery.

ST MICHAEL’S COMMUNITY NURSERY
St Michael’s Community Nursery offers excellent provision for pre-school education
for 2½ - 4 year olds within a safe, stimulating and enabling environment. We meet
daily in a purpose built building attached to Mickleham Village Hall. The Nursery is a
non-profit making charity and is a member of the Early Years Alliance. We have
strong links with St Michael’s School, and nursery parents are encouraged to
participate in both community and school events.
At St Michael’s Nursery, children have access to a wide range of resources which
motivates them to explore, investigate and learn through first hand experiences.
Our team of dedicated staff recognise that all children are individuals, and offer
them appropriate support as they progress through their learning journey. We
actively encourage positive self-esteem and teach children to value themselves and
others.
Children have free flow access to a large secure garden, plenty of fresh air whatever
the weather! We also exploit our stunning surroundings and regularly venture out to
the local woodlands and church.
We believe our stimulating and challenging environment allows children to realise
their potential.
For more information or to book a visit, telephone Hilary Budd on 01372 361021.

Moving on
Children remain at St Michael’s School until they are 7 which is the end of Year 2. At
this point they transfer to a range of Primary Schools in the local area, both in the
state and the independent sector. The school has an admissions link to the junior
department at St Martin’s School in Dorking. This means that attendance at St
Michael’s is one of the oversubscription criteria used in the admission process at St
Martin’s. You will receive information about applying for a place at junior school at
the beginning of the first term of your child’s last year at St Michael’s. This is sent to
you, via the school, from the Local Area Education Office.
Destinations in the past have included schools in both the state and independent
sectors - St Martin’s School, Oakfield Junior School, West Ashtead Primary School,
The Greville Primary School, Daneshill School Downsend School, City of London
Freeman’s School, Belmont School, Cranmore School and Chinthurst School.

ST MICHAEL’S C OF E (A) INFANT SCHOOL

13

Before and After School Clubs

Breakfast Club


Runs every day during term time from 8:00am in the school hall.



Charges are per child per session and are priced at £7



A selection of cereal and milk is provided for the children’s breakfast.



A variety of activities, toys, games and outdoor learning are on offer and the
children are escorted to and settled in their classrooms.

After School Club (Caterpillar Club)


Runs 4 afternoons a week, Monday to Thursday. From 3pm to 5pm.



Charges are per child per session and are priced at £8 to attend for 1 hours
and £11 to attend for 2 hours.



We provide sandwiches and a selection of fruit and snacks.



The children are collected from their classrooms and a variety of activities are
on offer to entertain the children.

For further information, please contact:
wraparound@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
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HOW DO WE SAFEGUARD CHILDREN AT ST MICHAEL’S?
Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
This means we have a child protection policy and procedures in place and all staff
(including supply staff, and volunteers) and governors must ensure that they are
aware of these procedures. Parents and carers are welcome to read this policy on
request.
Sometimes we may need to share information and work in partnership with other
agencies when there are concerns about a child’s welfare. We will ensure that our
concerns about our pupils are discussed with his/her parents/carers first unless we
have reason to believe that such a move would be contrary to the child’s welfare.
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HOW CAN I APPLY FOR A PLACE AT ST MICHAEL’S?
Admissions Policy 2023 - 2024
St Michael’s is a school that encourages children to be happy
and confident, where curiosity is nurtured and an excitement
for learning is fostered.
As a small, Voluntary Aided Church of England Infant school St Michael’s
Christian ethos permeates all aspects of school life. It provides an inclusive
environment, welcoming applications from children of any faith or none. We
ask parents applying for a place to respect this ethos and its importance to the
whole school community.
As a Voluntary Aided school St Michael’s is its own Admissions Authority
which means that the Governing Body is responsible for its Admissions Policy
and Criteria. The policy is in accordance with the Co-ordinated Admissions
Scheme for Primary Schools in Surrey.
The Published Admission Number for entry to the Reception Class at St
Michael’s is 28. All children whose date of birth falls between 1 September
2018 and 31 August 2019 will be eligible to apply for a full time place for
September 2023. Parents may defer their child’s entry to Reception until later
in the school year, but not beyond the beginning of the term after the child’s
fifth birthday, nor beyond the beginning of the final term in the academic year
for which the original application was accepted. A child may also attend parttime until statutory school age is reached.
Parents Note 1 are welcome to make initial contact with the school. Details will
be logged and parents will be sent information about the school open day.
Applications for places in Reception each year should be made to Surrey
County Council through their website www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions. If you
do not have internet access at home you can:
1. book a computer at your local library by calling 03456 009 009;
2. request a paper application form by calling 0300 200 1004;
3. call the admissions helpline on 0300 200 1004.
Parents applying for a place at St Michael’s School are also required to
complete a Supplementary Information Form (available from the school office,
on the school website or from the LA) in respect of applications under criteria
5 and 6. Applicants should return this form to the school office by the closing
date for applications. If a Supplementary Information Form is not received the
application will not be considered to fulfil these criteria and will be ranked
accordingly.
Parents may choose to seek a place outside their child’s chronological
(correct) year group and in particular, parents of children born between 1 April
2019 and 31 August 2019 may apply for their child’s admission to Reception
to be delayed by a year. Decisions will be made on the basis of the
circumstances of each case and what is in the best interests of the child
concerned.
 Parents who are applying for their child to have a decelerated entry to
school, i.e. to start later than other children in their chronological age
ST MICHAEL’S C OF E (A) INFANT SCHOOL

16

group, must initially apply for a school place in accordance with the
deadlines that apply for their child’s chronological age. If, in liaison with
the Executive Head and Head of School, the governors agree for the child
to have a decelerated entry the place cannot be deferred and instead the
applicant will be invited to apply again in the following year for the
decelerated cohort.
 Parents who are applying for their child to have an accelerated entry to
school, i.e. to start earlier than other children in their chronological age
group, must initially apply for a school place at the same time that other
families are applying for that cohort. If, in liaison with the Executive Head
and Head of School, the governors agree for the child to have an
accelerated entry to the school, the application will be processed. If it is
not agreed for the child to have an accelerated entry to the school, the
applicant will be invited to apply again in the following year for the correct
cohort.
Applicants must state clearly why they feel admission to a different year group
is in the child's best interest and provide any evidence they may have to
support this. More information on educating children out of their chronological
year group and the process for making such requests is available at
www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions.
Applications made outside the normal admissions round (In-Year
Applications) should be made directly to the school. In-year applications will
be processed against the same oversubscription criteria as normal round
admissions.
The school operates an equal preference system and in the event that it is
oversubscribed the governors will apply the following criteria (set out below in
priority order) to allocate places:1.

Looked after children and previously looked after children. Note 2

2.

Children with exceptional medical grounds or other circumstances.
Note 3

3.

Siblings who will have a brother or sister attending the school at the
time of application. Note 4

4.

Children who live inside the ecclesiastical Parishes of Mickleham
(including Burney Road and Pilgrims Close in Westhumble),
Leatherhead, Box Hill and Headley. Note 5

5.

Children who live outside the ecclesiastical Parishes of Mickleham,
Leatherhead, Box Hill and Headley whose parent(s) worship at St
Michael’s, Mickleham. Applicants under this criterion should ask their
minister to endorse their Supplementary Information Form. Note 6

6.

Children who live outside the ecclesiastical Parishes of Mickleham,
Leatherhead, Box Hill and Headley whose parent(s) worship at another
Christian church. Applicants under this criterion should ask their
minister to endorse their Supplementary Information Form. Note 6

7.

Any other applicant who wishes to attend this Church of England
school.

Parents whose application for a place for their child has been unsuccessful
may ask to have their child’s name placed on the waiting list for St Michael’s.
ST MICHAEL’S C OF E (A) INFANT SCHOOL
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They also have a statutory right of appeal to an independent appeal panel. In
this situation please address your request to the school office in the first
instance.
Vacancies from waiting lists will be filled according to the oversubscription
criteria listed above. The waiting list for the Reception class will continue until
July 2024, after which a fresh application to the school should be made. The
waiting list for in-year applicants will also be maintained for 1 year after
application.
The governors reserve the right to withdraw the offer of a place where the
parent has made a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application which
effectively denied a place to another child.
Late applications will be dealt with in accordance with Surrey’s co-ordinated
arrangements.
Notes on the Admissions Policy
1. Parent
A parent is a natural, adoptive, step or foster parent or other legal guardian.
2. Looked after children and previously looked after children including
those who appear (to the Admission Authority) to have been in state
care outside England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being
adopted.
Priority must be given to children in the care of the Local Authority or provided
with accommodation by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 22 of the
Children Act 1989, eg fostered or living in a children’s home, at the time an
application for school is made; and children who have previously been in the
care of the Local Authority or provided with accommodation by a Local
Authority in accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989 and who
have left that care through adoption, a Child Arrangements Order (in
accordance with Section 8 of the Children Act 1989 and as amended by the
Children and Families Act 2014) or Special Guardianship Order (in
accordance with Section 14A of the Children Act 1989). A letter from the
Children’s Services Department confirming the child’s status must be
submitted at the time of application.
3. Children with exceptional medical conditions or other circumstances
Where admission is sought on exceptional medical grounds this submission
must be made at the time of application and be accompanied by certification
from the appropriate medical consultant, as to why attendance at St Michael’s
is essential. A note from a GP is not acceptable.
A priority placement will only be considered if the Governors consider
attendance at this school to be essential.
If there are sensitive, individual and compelling family circumstances, perhaps
involving other agencies eg Social Services, these may also be considered at
the time of application. Documented evidence and/or reports from the
relevant support service must be provided with the application form.
Please note, it is expected that all schools support children with the more
common medical conditions such as asthma, nut allergies or stress-related
symptoms.
ST MICHAEL’S C OF E (A) INFANT SCHOOL
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4. Siblings
A sibling is a brother or a sister, half-brother or half-sister, step-brother or
step-sister, adoptive brother or adoptive sister, or foster children, living in the
family unit at the same address in each case.
5. Ecclesiastical Parishes
Maps are available in the school office and can be viewed online at
www.achurchnearyou.co.uk (NB: Mickleham Parish includes Burney Road
and Pilgrims Close in Westhumble).
6. Criteria used for church allegiance
Priority will be given to those applications where the parent and/or child
worship at St Michael’s, Mickleham or another Christian church which is a
member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland at least once a month
over a minimum of 2 years immediately preceding the date of application. In
cases of relocation it will be necessary to provide appropriate documentary
evidence of the same pattern of attendance. In order to apply under these
criteria you must complete the Supplementary Information Form and ask your
minister to endorse it. Failure to submit this form will mean that your
application can only be ranked on the information submitted on the Common
Application Form. In the event that during the period specified for attendance
at worship, the church has been closed for public worship and has not
provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of these
admissions arrangements in relation to attendance, will only apply to the
period when the church or alternative premises have been available for public
worship.
7. Children with Education, Health and Care Plans
Governors will admit to St Michael’s, a child with an Education, Health and
Care Plan that names the school, if possible within PAN.
8. Multiple Births
When the final place is offered to a child of a multiple birth, the other child or
children from the same multiple birth will also be offered a place if they are
prioritised consecutively in line with the oversubscription criteria, even though
it will exceed the published admission number.
9. Distance tie breaker
In the event of over subscription in any criterion, the shortest distance will be
the deciding factor measured in a straight line from the address point of the
pupil’s home as set by Ordnance Survey, to the nearest school gate available
for pupils to use. This is calculated using the Admission and Transport
Team’s Geographical Information System (GIS).
For this purpose home is the child’s permanent place of residence or in cases
of shared custody, where s/he lives for the majority of the school week.
For buildings where there are multiple addresses with only one address point
or where two or more applicants would have the same distance measurement,
a lottery will be used to determine priority.
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St Michael’s C of E Voluntary Aided Infant School
Supplementary Information Form
To be completed for applications under criteria 5 and 6
Applications for entry on a faith basis must be supported at the time of application by
submission of this form in person or by post to the address below by the applicant. It must
be endorsed by the minister of St Michael’s Church, Mickleham or other appropriate church
leader.*
A regular worshipper is defined as at least one parent and/or child worshipping at least once
a month over a minimum of 2 years preceding the date of application.*
Name of child .............................................…............……………..……………..……...
Name of parents/guardians ……………………………………………….……………….
Address ……....................................................................................………..................
...................................................................................................................................….
Post Code …………………………………………………………………………………….
Telephone Numbers: ......................................…… …....................…..………………
Email Address: ............................................................................................................
Are you a regular worshipper at St Michael’s Church, Mickleham? *

YES / NO

Are you a regular worshipper at another Christian church? *

YES / NO

Signature of Parent/Guardian …………………………………….. Date ……………..

Please ask your Minister to sign this form if you and/or your child have worshipped at St
Michael’s, Mickleham or another Christian church at least once a month over a minimum of
2 years preceding this application.*
Name of Minister and church …………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Signed:

Minister Date:

Church Stamp or please attach a compliment slip.
APPLICANTS SHOULD RETURN THIS FORM TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. IT WILL BE
ACKNOWLEDGED ON RECEIPT.
*In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship, the church has been
closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the
requirements of these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance, will only apply to
the period when the church or alternative premises have been available for public worship.
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