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Forgiveness

Next term our value will be

Hope
Dear Parents and Carers
What a busy half term! There is lots to share with you and of course, it was wonderful sharing the Jubilee Tea
Party with you all this afternoon. All had a great time and the children made a special effort with their
outfits and making the delicious tea party treats! What a great day we chose in terms of the weather too!
Enjoy the photos of the event below.
Our Year 2s have worked incredibly hard this term on their SATs and have truly shown a growth mind set,
resilience and a determination to do well. We are very proud of them. We will share the outcome of the
SATs by reporting on the children’s standard scores, within their school report.
Food, food, food!
As well as the Jubilee tea treats, Year 1 and 2 have been learning about food in their DT lessons. The
children have learnt how to prepare smoothies and soups. In addition to learning about hygiene when
cooking, the children have learnt how to work with a range of ingredients, how to design and follow a
recipe and how to evaluate the finished product. The children have discussed the importance of nutrition
and a healthy lifestyle and what difference this makes to the body and mind! The results were delicious and
the children enjoyed trying the smoothies and soups!

Production
The Lyngo Theatre company performed 'Egg and Spoon' for the St Michael’s Nursery this term and our early
years children were kindly invited to come along to watch the afternoon showing. Mrs Moore described the
production as ‘high quality’ and ‘wonderful’ and the children thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you the nursery
for inviting us to this event.

Topic Learning
Next half term, the topic in early years will be Minibeasts. The children will be learning to identify different
minibeasts and search for them in their Forest School sessions. They will focus on a variety of texts on
minibeasts, including ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird’ by Eric Carle.
In Years 1 and 2, the topic continues to be Dig it up but next half term the will be more of a History focus and
the children will learn about dinosaurs and fossils. The children will learn about Mary Anning, the English fossil
collector and palaeontologist. One of the key texts will be ‘The Street Beneath My Feet’ by Charlotte
Guillian.
Transitions
Next half term, the children will be discussing the theme of ‘moving on’ with their class teachers. The
children are beginning to become aware that they are moving up to the next class or on to their new
schools. We discuss their feelings around this, what to look forward to and answer any of their questions or
concerns. Our early years and Year 1 children will have an opportunity to spend a morning in their new
classes where they will meet their new teachers and take part in a fun activity. This is another opportunity
for the children to share their thoughts and feelings and ask questions. In addition to this visit, the children’s
new teachers, will be visiting their new class once a week, to read them a story at the end of the day. Next
term, we will give you more information on who your child’s new teachers will be.
Our Year 2s will have visits to their new schools and although they are often nervous about this bigger
change, they always come back from their visits with huge enthusiasm for the next step on their
educational journey.
Reports
Towards the end of term, we will be giving you your child’s end of year school report. As well as reporting
on your child’s progress through the year, we will report on your child’s end of year result for the core
subjects. For Year R, we will report on the children’s GLD (good level of development) across 17 areas of
learning, including Literacy, Maths and Communication and Language. For Year 2, we will report the SATs
standard scores and for Year 1, we will report the phonics check score.
Things to note
Next half term we have our school trip on the 15th June. We will send you information closer to the date on
what your child is required to bring and clothing they will need to wear. Our Sports Day is on 24th June, with
a reserve date of.1st July again, look out for more information from Mrs Moore on the plan and suitable
clothing.
As the weather begins to improve and the sun begins to shine (hopefully!) we would like to remind you that
children should have a St Michael’s sun hut in school at all times. No peaked caps please. Please apply an
all-day sun cream to your child before school and do not bring sun creams into school. We do not have
capacity to re-apply sun cream through the day and for safety reasons it is not appropriate for children to
have sun cream in their back packs.

Jubilee Tea

We hope all our families have a restful half term break.

God Bless
Nicola Cleather
Head of School

The Power of Partnership Working
St. Michael’s C of E (A) Infant School and Newdigate C of E (Endowed) (A) Infant School
You will no doubt be aware that schools across the country are rising to the recent
Government challenge of ‘no school should stand alone’, by exploring and developing
a whole range of collaborations and partnerships that will facilitate their growth and
development with others. Here at St. Michael’s we are lucky enough to have a number
of flourishing partnerships. As well as links with our local authority, Diocesan colleagues
and our Dorking colleagues, we have forged a strong relationship with our partner school,
Newdigate Infant School. Within this, we have been able to work with greater depth and
detail through targeted exchange and collaboration. We initially chose to do this
through an informal partnership of our two infant schools, and over the last 5 years the
partnership has gone from strength to strength. We can now boast a wide range of
collaborative projects that have enabled both schools to improve their offer to the
families within them. Our staff are now familiar with the challenges and benefits of the
partnership and speak highly of the opportunities it has provided, from resource sharing
and professional and curriculum development to sharing of policies and practice and
eventually teacher and leadership exchange.
We have moved from an informal exploratory school partnership, to a strong, well established alliance that has provided better learning outcomes for pupils at both
schools, whilst retaining the individual identity of each. Therefore, for both schools,
there is no looking back! The governing bodies are now actively looking to secure
the partnership through a federation and will soon be consulting with all
stakeholders, including parents, to gather their views. We are excited about the next
steps. Whatever the future holds we know we will be stronger together.
Paula Bliss
Executive Head

Nicky Cleather
Head of School

Collaboration allows us to know more than we are capable of knowing by ourselves.
Paul Solarz
Collaboration divides the task and multiplies the
success.
Find a group of people who challenge and inspire you, spend a lot of
time with them, and it will change your life. Amy Peohler
Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works

Term Dates 2021-2022
Back to School

06/06/2022

Last day of Summer Term
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday (School Closed)
Inset Day (School Closed)

20/07/2022
21/07/2022
22/07/2022

Term Dates 2022-2023
Autumn Term Starts
Inset Day (School Closed)
Inset Day (School Closed)
1st Day of Autumn Term (Back to School)
Last Day of Half Term
Inset Day (School Closed)
Autumn Term Half Term
Back to School
Last day of Autumn Term
Christmas Holiday
1st Day of Spring Term (Back to School)
Last Day of Half Term
Spring Term Half Term
Back to School
Last day of Spring Term
Easter Holiday
Summer Term Starts
Inset Day (School Closed)
1st Day of Summer Term (Back to School)
Last Day of Half Term

01/09/2022
01/09/2022
02/09/2021
05/09/2022
21/10/2022
21/10/2022
24/10/2022-28/10/2022
31/10/2022
16/12/2022
19/12/2022-02/01/2023
03/01/2023
10/02/2023
13/02/2023-17/02/2023
20/02/2023
31/03/2023
03/04/2023-14/04/2023
17/04/2023
17/04/2023
18/04/2023
26/05/2023

Summer Term Half Term
Back to School

29/05/2023-02/06/2023
05/06/2023

Last day of Summer Term
Inset Day (School Closed)

20/07/2023
21/07/2023

